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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

Period for Reply ... . ; j ! " ' " 1 ' " ' 1 : ' 



( ! 
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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO.EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event] however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of .this communication] j 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONT HS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply: will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if t mely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR H j704(b). ; ; 
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1)S Responsive to communications) filed 'on 27 September 2007 . ' 

2aM This action is FINAL. ■!! j 2b)Q this action is nori-final. ! 1 

3)D Since this application is in condition for alloWance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qt/ay/e, 1935 C.Dj 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 



r 



consideration. 



< • t 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1.3.4 arid 6-12 is/ate pending in the application 

4a) Of the above Iblgim(s) i I is/are: withdrawn from a 

« ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed! .: ! 

6) S Claim(s) 1.3.4 arid 6-12 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. , j 

* * 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 



! ! 



Application Papers |M 

9)D The specification ;is objectedjtiotoy the Examiner. 



I: 



10)Q The drawing(s) filed ion 



ii 



is/are: 



Accepted or b)C| objected tq by the Examiner. 



Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyanpe. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) 'including the correction is required! if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C.§ 119 i ;. ! 

! I ■ • i j ■ • I 

* : : I : i • ; 

12) D Acknowledgment lis (nade of a claim foir foreign; priority under 35 U.S.C. §| 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
. a)D All b)Q Some *i c)D NqrW of: j | \ ' . I i ■ j 

1 .□ Certified copies of the! priority documents have been received. ; j 

2. U Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been deceived in this National Stage 

application; from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).! : ! ! 
* See the attached detailed Office! action for a ilist of the certifiejd copies not received. , 
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Attachments) 

1) O Notice of References Cited, (PTO-892) : j 
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2) |_J Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 



3) |_| Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 
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4j) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date. 
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Notice of 'Informal iPatent Application 
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DETAILED ACTION 

' • • • ii 

! ■ i ! 

Claim Rejections - 35 t>SC § 102 



1 . The following is a qjjdtatiprt of the; appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

• i '!i i ■ ! ' ! : ■ . 

i ; I' • ; i • ' !' ' i { 

form the basis for the rejections under this section rhade in this; Office action: 

; ! : » = i i -I 

A person shall ibe entitled to a patent unless - [ . . j 

; 1 i - i : I : | ! 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale ip this coiiritry, more than 6ne year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



States. 



i! 



2. 



I t i ( • ( , 

(e) the invention was described in! (1) an application for patent, publishfed under section 122(b), by 
another filed iri the United States before the invention by| the applicant [for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed underjthe treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an appl cation filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States dind Was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language, i i; ! r , 

Claims, 1;iahd 6-8 rejected Under 35 U.SiC. 102(b) 1 as being clearly 



I i 



anticipated by YUrdin (Fig.! 5; col. 5, lines 10-17). 1 i 

ii • : ; l 

, : i I 

Applicant should nbte that the housing (14') ground the flower (16) anticipates 



applicant's "separate manifold". Further, baffle means (110) provides means within the , 



i t 



separate manifold -for directing airflow! in a desired direction (such as downwardly 



j 



through openingl46, as shown in Fig. 5).; It is notedjthat applicant's claims certainly do 

i i ; ! i 



. i 



not preclude the blower b t emg located; with in the so-called separate manifold . It is also 

■ ; ' : ' 1 ; ; i : j ! 1 

i • . ; ; i 

noted that the instant specification states at page 4j:lines 30-31, that the "manifold may , 



I ! < 



be merely a chaifnlper with ,an opening!'. : 

j i ! i I 

I i ,i! ; ,. i \ 1 i 
3. Claims 1 j4; 6-8, arid' 10-12 ard rejected under 35 U.S.tj. 102(b) as being clearly 



anticipated by Jane et al .615 (Fig. 4).; 

: ; : ■ 'I ; ! ; 

- 1 1 ■ : 

Jane et a| '615, asj previously applied clearly janticipbrtes 



a vertically aligned wick 



(73) within a reservoir, wherein air floW through the device lent^rs through inlets (38) in a 



.! ! 

; ! 

! i 
I 
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horizontal direction, passes through the headspace* of exposed wick, enters separate 

: ! j . ■ 1 I 

, * I t * * I i • 

i • ; : j ; ! ; i 

manifold (45) in a horizontal direction under the influence of blower (41), and finally exit$ 



the blower and the! separate manifold |in a vertical direction thrdughdirecting baffles 

' 1 I I L ' . ; ' I j 

i ; .!!;-.!;' ! 1 1 1 

(39), which are Ibdated within the separate manifolcj at the outlet end thereof. It is noted 
that applicant's claims certainly dp no\ preclude theiblower being located within the so- 



called "separate; manifold!'! lit is ajso rioted that the Instant Verification states at page 



1 1 ■ 



4, lines -30-3 1; that the "manifold ™ay be merely a chamber with an opening". 

4. Claims 1 , 3; 6-9, 1 1;, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.Sl(p. 102(b) as being clearly 

'; | i ! 

! * I j 1 j 

anticipated by Jane et al '967 (Figs. 8 land 10; col. 4, lines 59-67). 



Jane et al '967, asjibrlevioufcly applied clearly janticipiates a vertically aligned wick 



I ! ' 



(32) within a rederyoir, wherein air flo\A/ through the idevice jenters through inlets (42) in a 



! ! 



horizontal direction, passes through the headspacejof exposed wick, enters blower (71) 



i » 



i 



in a horizontal direction, exits the blower in a vertical direction $nd enters separate 

: | ij , j « j ' ! 

manifold (46) in a vertical! ditectioh under the influence of blower (71), and finally exits 



li 



the separate manifold through directing baffles, which are jocajed within the separate 



■li i 



< i 



manifold (46) at the outlet end thereof It is noted that the instant specification states at 



i 



page 4, lines 30431, that the "manifold may be merely a chamber with an opening". 

: ! ill j ! . ' if* 

5. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) las being clearly anticipated by any 



one of Mulvaney et al '08j3j (Fig. Mulvaney '993 (Fig. 1),i and Mulvaney '550 (Fig. 1). 



t > • 
1 1 



Mulvaney et al '086; (Fig. 1 ), Mulvaney '993 (Fig. 1 ),, and Mulvaney '550 (Fig. 1 ) 

• ■ i : ; I ! ; i 

each alternatively disclose a device including a reservoir containing a liquid that is 

j j : ! ■ ,■ . ,. ! , 

wicked up by a wic^k element, airfljow passing the headspace of the exposed wick 

. ■ i j : ' ; i . | 
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element in a horizontal direction under the influence of a fan located within a separate 

• : ! ! i ! ! I . ! 

I ; • i 

manifold, from whiph the Airflow is exhausted from the device- in a horizontal direction 



! i 



through at least one vent;tp;the atmosjphere. It is noted that applicant's claims certainly; 

I 1 • ! i : ' ■ | j i , ' • ;. 

! 1 1 1 i ; ' i : : ; " 

do not preclude the blower being located within the jso-called Separate manifold". It is 

•• • i i j I ' ' \ j ■ ■■ { '■ l I 

l I : i I 

also noted that the instanjtispecificatiop states at page 4, lines 00-31, that the "manifold 



may be merely a chamber with an opening". 



'I 
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Response to Arguments 

! i ! • 



6. Applicant's jargum^hfe filed September 27, 2007 have been fully considered but 

!i i j ! 

they are not persuasive. Applicant's arguments, asj directed toieach of the references 

»• . ■ i ; I 

applied against the pending; claims, are drawn to a single issue, i.e., that the separate 

; i j I ! 1 I ' ■ ' V \ ' 

manifold, as claimed by applicant; is riot taught or suggested by any of the applied prior; 

' i ii ! : 1 ■ ' : ; ! : : 

1 1 



art references, the Examiner could npt disagree more. As sjet forth in the rejection 



statements previously and again above in this Officfe action, applicant has defined the 

: ! i: ■ : i 1 , . 

metes and bound^ of the jtefm "separate manifold" ip an extremely broad fashion, i.e., 



the "manifold miy jbe meirely a chjambjer with an opening", j Furthermore, the manifold as 



! I 



shown in the Figures of thfe instant applicant is essentially a grilled outlet chamber which 

. , : ! ! 

delivers the treated air frdrn the device to the same iarea of thej atmosphere, just through 

< ; ' ■ ! • i : * i 

■ 1 ; ' ■ i r ! • I ! 

multiple adjacent outlets, jhithe same manner as air exits a loujvered vent opening at the 



end of an HVAG duct. Clfearly, the manifold of the instant invention is not structurally 



i! 



defined in such a way as jtb be patentebly distinct from the 1 air iutlets of the applied 



references. 
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Conclusion 
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7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 



policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a)] 



: i 



■ - i i 

A shortened statutory peripd for reply to this final action lis set to expire THREE 



MONTHS from th^ mailind date ; of thi^ action. In the event a first reply is filed within 

i ■ > ! , ■ • i ! | - : 

TWO MONTHS of! the mailing date of this final actiqn and the'^dvisory action is not 

i I : ! ' 



mailed until after the end of the THRE;E-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 



shortened statutory perio^li will expire on the date thje advisory action is mailed, and any 



extension fee pursuant to; (37 CRR 1.136(a) will be dalculated friom the mailing date of 

; ; 1 1 ! ' i i ! ! irl 



the advisory action. In nb;event, however, will the statutory pehod for reply expire later 



than SIX MONTHS from the mailing diate of this final action. 

! i : ; ■ i ; i : 

' ; ; • ■ , 

8. Any inquiry |concef|iihg this conhmunication ojr earlier cbjnmunications from the 

: -i i ii i . I i : I - . i 

examiner should be directed to Scott Bushey whose telephone number is 571 272- 

i I M ' i I i i ! 1 

i i ' ! 1 " : i i ■ 

■ I l , : i , . i If 

1 153. The examiner can jnormally be ireached on M-Th 6:30-5 00. 

i : i I : 

. : I : : I j j 

If attempts to reach; the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

; : 1 , ! i ; i- i j 

supervisor, Duahe; Smith can be rjeached on 571 272-1 166. The fax phone number for 

il I jj ! . • j I. : ! : : i 

the organization! where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information jregardfng the; sjtatus of an application may be obtained from the 

. ! i !«;■•;: ! . I i i ! 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from eitherPrivate PAiR of Public PAIR. 



!l 



Status informaticpnjfor unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 



1 I: 



! ! 
t 



For more information about ;the PAIR system, see http://pair-difect.uspto.gov. Should 

| ; | ; • • : ! i | 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, cohtact the Electronic 

I: i ' , . | 

Business Center (EBC) at 1866-2 17-9 1197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

: ! }j < ; ! . ' I i I • 

! . \ - : \ ; ' !' i ' i 

USPTO Customer! Service Representative or access to the automated information 

.' i 1 J ! • i ! • 

! ! ; i i I 

system, call 800^706-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) 0r 571-?72-|l000. 
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! Art Unit 1797 
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